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him advised ; think disease has been in Ensenada three months, prob- 
ably from Mazatlan, but could not trace it ; mail report tomorrow. 
The Surgeon-General. Grubbs. 

January 6, 1903. 
Eemain there until further orders. Wire Bureau where you advise 
Dr. Alexander to be placed, and definitely, if you consider custom-house 
inspection with notification to Decker sufficient, at Tiajuana. 

Purviance, 
Acting Surgeon- General. 
Dr. Grubbs, Hotel Angelus, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Los Angeles, Cal. , January 6, 1908. 
Wyman: Advise Alexander stay Ensenada. Did not investigate 
overland travel thoroughly, but think custom-house inspection watched 
by Alexander and Decker sufficient unless situation becomes worse. — 
Grubbs. 

January 7, 1903. 
Nominate Alexander and place him on duty. Direct him to report 
frequently to Decker. Inform Decker names of cases enabling him to 
determine if 2 recent deaths were in the same family. 

Purviance, 
Acting Surgeon- General. 
Grubbs, Hotel Angelus, Los Angeles, Gal. 

San Diego, Cal., January 6, 1908. 

Unofficially but reliably informed, 2 more deaths from plague at 
Ensenada within last few days in family of former case. Recommend 
that inspection of all persons coming into country from Ensenada be 
immediately established and detention camp provided. People in 
Ensenada likely to become panic stricken, and to flock this way. 

The Surgeon-General. Decker. 

San Diego, Cal., January 7, 1908. 

My positive information yesterday from member of the State board 
of health of 2 recent deaths from plague at Ensenada unfounded. 
Alexander telegraphs no cases since Christmas. Unless further cases 
inspection by customs officers probably sufficient, though only 2 offi- 
cers to watch 12 roads crossing border. Letter. 

The Surgeon-General. Decker. 

The plague in Mazatlan and reported in Guaymas. 

The following correspondence embraces the facts as they have been 
reported to the Bureau concerning the plague in Mazatlan and its 
reported presence in Guaymas : 

Mazatlan is on the Pacific Coast of Mexico, about 884 miles from the 
lower border of California. It is in the province of Sinaloa, which 
province is surrounded by high mountains, with communication with 
the interior of Mexico through a few passes in the mountains. The 
nearest railroad point to Mazatlan is Altata, about 140 miles distant. 

Immediately on learning of the presence of plague in Mazatlan inquiry 
was made of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, and official inform- 
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ation received that the vessels of that line which ply between ports of 
California and Mexico had been directed to cease calling at Mazatlan. 
As will be seen by reference to the letter of the consul at Vera Cruz, it 
has been stated that the disease was imported direct from China into 
Mazatlan by the vessel arriving December 15, though confirmation of 
this statement is yet to be obtained. 

Dr. Liceaga has officially reported, as stated in the last Public Health 
Report, that plague prevails at Mazatlan and that all precautions are 
taken. 

With regard to Guaymas, attention is invited to the telegram from 
Surgeon Gtennan, of January 9, and also from Passed Assistant Sur- 
geon Grubbs, of January 11, indicating that the plague does not exist 
in Guaymas. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Grubbs, having completed his investiga- 
tions at Ensenada and established protective measures, is now en route 
to Guaymas, with a view to absolutely determining the presence or 
absence of the disease. This port of Guaymas is in communication 
by rail with Nogales, Ariz., on the Mexican border, and measures 
have been taken for inspection at all crossings on the border pending 
Dr. Grubb's report. The indications are, however, that the rumors 
of plague at Guaymas are not well founded. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, December 20, 1902. 

Sir : I have to confirm my telegram of to-day reading as follows : 
"Rumor reports cases contagious disease believed bubonic plague at 
Mazatlan, La Paz, Guaymas, Pacific coast, Mexico.'' 

Although the ports referred to are situated on the Pacific coast and 
at a considerable distance from here and without any direct communi- 
cation with gulf ports, yet, should the rumor prove to be true, there 
might be some danger by way of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, and I 
thought it my duty to report it by wire for such action as it may merit. 

It is reported by the principal newspaper of Mexico City, published 
in Spanish and known for its connection with Government circles, that 
on the 15th instant a vessel arrived at Mazatlan from China with a 
number of Chinese passengers for said port, and the next day cases of a 
strange disease appeared, which the local physicians diagnosed as a 
high fever, with symptoms of yellow fever. However, later on it was 
discovered that these cases had all the appearance of bubonic plague. 
So far, it seems, no decision by bacteriological investigation has been 
reached, so as to determine the true nature of the disease. 

The chief physiciau of the local sanitary board of health at this port 
told me this morning that he had been requested to proceed to the port 
of Mazatlan, there to take charge of the investigation and determine 
the nature of the disease. In his opinion, he was quite sure that, 
whether or not it is bubonic plague, all proper measures have been 
taken by the sanitary authorities at those places to prevent its further 
spread and to stamp it out at the places infected. 

Respectfully, J. Gonzales Pages, 

United States Vice- Consul. 

The Assistant Secretary of State. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., December 22, 1902. 
Rumored epidemic bubonic plague or virulent fever, Mazatlan, 
Mexico ; many deaths ; am seeking information from American consul, 
Durango ; letter follows. 

Hume. 
The Surgeon-General. 
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Mexico City, Mexico, December 22, 1902. 

Sir : With regret I have to inform you that a disease has appeared 
in the port of Mazatlan which is similar to the plague. I have already 
sent a bacteriologist to that place, in order that he may study the nature 
of the disease. The symptoms lead us to presume that it is really the 
plague, and up to the present 50 cases have appeared in the poorer 
quarters of the city. I make this declaration to you in accordance with 
the resolution of the Washington convention. I am obliged to you for 
your telegram of the 20th, and have sent to Chicago ordering a supply 
of serum from the firm whose name was given me from Washington at 
your request. 

Eespectfully, E, Ltceaga. 

The Surgeon- General. 

[Telegram received by telephone from consular bureau, state department.] 

Mazatlan, Mexico, January 5, 1908. 
Mexican expert doctor pronounces the disease here bubonic plague. 
Precautions taken. 

Kaiser, Consul. 

January 8, 1903. 
Proceed at once to Guaymas via Nogales, ascertaining from Chenoweth 
and Purdee, atNogales, what they know and have done and post Bureau 
fully on same. Make recommendations from Nogales, and after reaching 
Guaymas, as to what measures should be taken and ascertain if disease 
exists in Guaymas. 

Wyman. 
Grubbs, Hotel Angeles, Los Angeles, Cal. 

San Francisco, Cal., January 9, 1903. 
Following message to Gardner from Dr. Ray Ferguson, at Nogales, is* 
repeated for your information: " Cases suspected plague appearing in 
Mazatlan and other towns of Sinaloa for three weeks. Seven to 15 cases 
now appear daily. Mortality 60 per cent. No cases have appeared in 
Sonora, Guaymas, Hermosillo, and Nogales. Sonora is quarantined 
against ports in Sinaloa. Authorities in all towns alert — soldiers being 
used to enforce quarantine on Sonora- Sinaloa boundary." 

Glennan. 
The Surgeon-General. 

Nog ales, Ariz., January 11, 1903. 
Wyman. — Chenoweth and Purdee have visited Guaymas and are satis- 
fied everything being done ; nothing here ; recommendations by mail ; 
leave to-night. 

Grubbs. 

Guaymas, Mexico, January IS, 1903. 
Wyman. — Arrived yesterday, saw governor and authorities; nothing 
suspicious. Inspected quarantine; detention ten days from arrival; dis- 
infection slow. With this exception everything is all right. Under- 
stand some vessels disinfected before leaving Mazatlan ; urge you ask 
this all cases. * * * 

Grubbs. 
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Mazatlan, Mexico, December 28, 1902. 
Sir : I had the honor of sending the following telegram to-day : 

To the Secretary of State, Washington, D. C: 

Dangerous fever here, physicians divided as to being contagious. No epidemic. 

Louis Kaiser. 

"Which I now confirm, and in explanation would say that up to date 
all ships clearing here left not only with clean bills of health, but each 
person going on board had to be provided with a certificate from the 
doctor of the port that their health was good. 

The authorities are taking the greatest care to keep the fever from 
spreading, and have divided the city into sanitary districts, with a corps 
of physicians in charge of the districts, and as soon as a person becomes 
sick with this fever he is at once taken to the pesthouse, which is 
located on the island of Belvedere, opposite the city, where at the 
present time 17 persons are isolated, with 13 attendants and 2 physi- 
cians detailed daily from the city for service on the island. The Fed- 
eral Government has sent 2 eminent physicians from the City of Mexico 
to investigate and report on the fever, as all the doctors here are very 
much divided in their opinions whether the fever is contagious or not, 
and what the nature of the fever is. 

I shall take the utmost care to protect the interests and rights of, 
and as well render all possible assistance to, any American citizen who 
should happen to be taken with the fever, and for the steps I have 
taken in this matter I would refer you to inclosed copies and translations 
of letters. 

Eespectfully, Louis Kaiskb. 

United States Consul. 

The Thibd Assistant Secbetaby of State. 

poeto EICO. 
Report from Ponce. 

Asst. Surg. Joseph Goldberger reports December 29, as follows : 
For the week ended December 27, 1902, there were inspected 2 vessels, 
34 crew, and 6 passengers. One of the vessels inspected was allowed to 
work under' guard in quarantine ; the other was passed without deten- 
tion. Of the passengers, 1 was for Havana. Cuba, via Ponce. He 
was held under observation for two days ; his baggage, 1 piece, disin- 
fected ; he was then put on board his steamer just before her sailing. 
Bills of health were issued to 3 vessels. During the week ended 
December 19, 1902, there was recorded in Ponce a total of 27 deaths, 
none of which were due to any quarantinable disease. 

Foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and cities — Yearly and 

monthly. 

Canada — Ontario — Hamilton. — Mouth of December, 1902. Estimated 
population, 51,500. Total number of deaths, 50, including 1 from 
enteric fever. 

Chile — Antofagasta. — Month of November, 1902. Estimated popu- 
lation, 8,000. Total number of deaths, 41, including 3 from tubercu- 
losis. 

Feance — St. Etienne. — Two weeks ended December 15, 1902. Esti- 



